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18J6. Manpreet scales a new peak 

           ई     ई          

 Manpreet Singh, with his 413th appearance, became India‟s most-
capped hockey player during the FIH Pro League match against Germany here 

on Wednesday. 

                    413                                       FIH                
                                                                                 

 The 33-year-old midfield star surpassed former captain and current 
Hockey India president Dilip Tirkey, who represented the country 412 times. 

 33                                 औ                                        
             ,                           412              
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18J6 Why A.P.’s incentive for having more children is misplaced 
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18J6. Step forward 

ए               

 The top court has given an economic value to unpaid 
domestic work 

                                        आ               

        

 The Supreme Court’s judgment in Shishupal @ Shish 
Ram vs Surjeet by a Division Bench of Justices Sanjay Karol and 
N.K. Singh, is likely a landmark. 

                    औ  ए .  .                                     

@                                                        

                                
 The ruling originated as the Court revised compensation 

granted by the Motor Accident Claims Tribunal (MACT) for a road 
accident in 2001. 

             2001                                                
                                                            

                            
 The first MACT awarded the family of Reshma, the 

accident victim, ₹2.42 lakh, which the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court revised in 2024 to ₹8.43 lakh. 

                                                          2.42     

                           ,            ए                          
    2024          8.43                   

 But in its order, the Court revised it to ₹62.78 lakh after 
attaching a sum of ₹30,000 a month to Ms. Reshma‟s economic 
value, for the service she rendered as a homemaker. 

                                                                     

          आ                    30,000                               

      62.78                 
 In Lata Wadhwa (2001), the Court valued a homemaker‟s 

services at a modest ₹3,000. 

          (2001)                                                  

3,000                        
 In Kirti vs Oriental Insurance (2021), it said the economic 

value of a homemaker‟s work cannot be discounted simply because 
it is unpaid or performed by women. 

              ए         (2021)                                                               
                                                                                     

 It added that the floor must be hiked by 10% every three years and a woman‟s salary, where 

applicable, has to be added to the floor, in the context of MACT‟s claims. 

                                                       10                                  
            ,                                                 

 The judgment does not create a salary, wage entitlement, pension scheme or employment 
relationship for homemakers, and applies to compensation calculations in MACT cases only.  
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                             ,              ,                                               
   औ                                                          

 The connection between unpaid domestic labour and suppressed female labour force 
participation is a major theme in contemporary Indian labour economics. 

                 औ                                                             

                            
 Now, for example, homemakers seeking maintenance under the Hindu Marriage Act, say, 

have judicial reasoning supporting the economic value of their domestic work. 

                ,                                  -                                       

                                                               
 Rural women who “assist in sowing, harvesting, and cattle-tending”, as the Court noted, can 

now invoke the Court‟s reasoning to pitch to have their labour, which is often treated as being 
incidental to household work, valued higher. 

                                ,                      ,                                   , 
                                                                                     , 
                                                                

 The additive rule may encourage litigants to invoke similar reasoning in employment disputes 
vis-à-vis „work from home‟ arrangements and domestic responsibilities. 

                                                                                          
       ,                                                                  

 Future litigation may test whether male homemakers can claim equivalent treatment. 

                                                                                       
         

 Motor insurance is already a low-margin segment for many insurers, and a large increase in 

the average claim size — likely applied retrospectively as well — may force companies to 
reassess their risk models and render them more inclined to settle claims quickly in Lok 
Adalats. 

                                                                , औ  औ                    
      —                                           —                                    
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18J6. Why A.P.’s incentive for having more children is misplaced 

आ                                                                

Population Incentives and Fertility Trends 

                औ                      

 On May 16, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu announced a one-time 
incentive of ₹30,000 for the third child and ₹40,000 for the fourth. 

16       आ                    ए .                                  ए 30,000                       
  ए 40,000                                          

 On the surface, the incentives to have bigger families may sound sensible with the latest 
National Family Health Survey report for the year 2023-24 placing the State‟s fertility level 
at 1.8, which is below the replacement level of 2.1. 

                                                                         ,           2023-

24                                                                 1.8   ,    2.1    
                       

 In a State where more than 50% of births happen in private hospitals and about 52% of all 
deliveries happen through Caesarean sections, this incentive will just offset the 

hospitalisation cost in rural areas. 

                 50                                           औ       52           
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                           ,                                                           
       

 For a family of five (assuming there are two adults and three children), this incentive is about 
1.5 times their Monthly Per Capita Expenditure in rural areas and almost similar to the 
monthly expenditure in urban areas, as per the Household Consumption Expenditure 
Survey for 2023-24. 

    2023-24                                                       (        औ           
    )                                                                                 

                                    
 Moreover, the question around family planning has moved from whether families „should‟ 

have more children to whether they can afford to. 

                                                                                           
                       ;                                                         

 The United Nations Population Fund’s State of World Population Report 2025 shows 
that financial limitations are the prime barrier to having children. 

                                                     2025              आ         ए          
                         

 Other barriers included housing limitations, followed by unemployment or job insecurity, 
and the lack of quality and affordable childcare options. 

                   आ               ए ,                             ,                औ  
                                          

 The survey further pointed out that a larger share of Indian men and women preferred having 
either one or two children. 

                                     औ                     ए                              
 Less than 10% of Indian respondents said they would prefer to have three, four or more 

children, which is almost on a par with the share of Indians who preferred having no children. 

10                                                 ,                                 ,    
                                                 

 The population will continue to increase, then stabilise and eventually begin to decline, which, 
for India, is likely to happen only in 2063 as per estimates. 

                                    ,               औ                     ,                

             2063                      
 For instance, although Japan and South Korea’s fertility rates dropped below the 

replacement level in the late 1970s and the early 1980s respectively, their populations — 
which are less than 10% of India’s — began to decline only around 2010 and 2020. 

             ,             औ                              1970                  औ  
1980                                                  ,                     —            
           10                   —                2010 औ  2020                        

GS Paper 1: Geography 18 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18J6 QUIZ 

18J6 South Korea to ease civilian curbs along border with North Korea 
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Water world: Villagers lead their bu•aloes across the 
Brahmaputra in Assam’s Majuli district on 
Wednesday to safer areas amid heavy rain 
and rising water levels.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Striking it rich: Artisanal miners use shovels to extract 
gold-bearings from an open pit in Mongbwalu, Ituri 
province, on Wednesday. The latest Ebola outbreak in 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo, declared on 
May 15, has mainly affected the remote, conflict-weary 
northeastern province of Ituri. 
 
 
 

18J6. South Korea 

to ease civilian 
curbs along border 
with North Korea 

                                                      
                    

 38 Degree Parallele divide North Korea from South 

Korea. 

 

GS Paper II: Polity 18 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18J6 Nicobarese tribal councils oppose draft election rules 
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18J6. Nicobarese tribal councils oppose draft 
election rules 

                                                   
           

 Nicobarese tribal councils from three different island 

groups have written to the local administration turning down the 
idea of Election Commission-conducted polls to their self-

governance system, saying it could introduce “election rivalry, 
division, and conflict” in their society. 

       -                                                    

                                                    आ    

                                                               
                   “               ,        औ       ”          
         

 The councils said the existing forms of self-governance 
“more closely align with democratic values”, and said a new 
system would interfere with their existing ways which have been 
“traditional, time-tested, and consensus-based” and in practice 
for thousands of years. 

                                      “                   
         ”                                           

        ,                          औ                  

                       ,                           
 This comes even as the Andaman and Nicobar 

Islands administration on Wednesday notified a public meeting 
on June 30 in Sri Vijaya Puram to discuss the draft rules for 

elections to Nicobarese tribal councils. 

                                            औ               

                   30                                         

                                                                 

                        
 The tribal councils in Little Nicobar, Great Nicobar, Kamorta (Nancowry), and Katchal 

Island have written objections to the draft rules published by the administration in May.  

             ,            ,        (        ) औ                                       
                                                       

 The draft rules aimed to reorganise Nicobarese villages into constituencies that would be 
represented by elected leaders, who would then constitute a larger tribal council. 

                                                                        ,                 

                       औ                                                
 It would involve delimitation, preparation of voter rolls, and reservation of leadership 

positions for women. 

                                ,                       ,                                ए 

आ                
 The draft also prescribes five-yearly elections. 

                                                                 
 They outlined the polling process, the structure of the new representative system, the 

delimitation method, the rules for candidature, nomination, and withdrawal, their duties and 
responsibilities, and the administrative setup for conducting these elections. 
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                       ,                             ,                 ,              
        औ                   ,            औ                                              

                                    
GS Paper II: Governance 18 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18J6 Water security is central for a Viksit Bharat 

                 ए                             
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18J6. Water security is central for a Viksit Bharat 

                 ए                             

 Did you know that the Jal Jeevan Mission is the world‟s largest rural drinking water supply 
programme? 

                                                                             ? 

 Or that the Swachh Bharat Mission is the most significant rural sanitation movement in the 

world? 

                                                                         ? 

 Few sectors shape human dignity, economic growth, public health, agriculture and 
environmental sustainability as profoundly as water. 

                                  , आ          ,                ,                    

                                           

A complete turnaround 

ए                

 The most prominent example of this transformation is the Jal Jeevan Mission. 

                                                
 When the programme was launched, only about 3.23 crore rural households, roughly 17% 

of rural Indian households, had tap water connections. 

                              ,              3.23                   ,                   

        17              ,                               
 Today, more than 15.8 crore rural households, covering over 81% of rural India, have 

access to tap water at home. 

   15.8                           ,                      81                      ,       
                      

 The government is moving towards achieving 100% coverage by 2028. 

          2028      -                                          
 Across households, access to safe drinking water has also reduced out-of-pocket health 

expenditure arising from water-borne diseases. 

                                                                                          
              

 India‟s sanitation movement demonstrated that behavioural change, public participation 
and political commitment can work together at scale. 

                                                         ,            औ           

                                                      
 According to the World Health Organization’s assessment of health gains,           

    -      is estimated to have averted more than 3 lakh diarrhoea deaths between 2014 

and October 2019. 

                                                     ,               -             
2014           2019                         3                                           

 The construction of household toilets also brought dignity, privacy and safety to millions of 
rural women. 

                                                      ,       औ                 
 Beyond making villages open defecation-free, the country has moved towards sustainable 

solid and liquid waste management under Swachh Bharat Mission-Grameen 2.0. 
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                                                                     -      2.0               

ए                                                          
 Under the Jal Sanchay Jan Bhagidari initiative, more than 1.55 crore rainwater harvesting 

and groundwater recharge structures have been created across the country by May 31, 

2026. 

                                  31    2026             1.55                      

      ए                                                
 The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project, the country‟s first major river interlinking initiative to 

bring water to the arid region of Bundelkhand, is moving ahead at an accelerated pace. 

   -                       ,                                                                 
           ,                           

 Under the guidance of Prime Minister Modi, the Namami Gange programme has 

demonstrated that environmental restoration and development can advance together. 

                                                                                           औ  
                             

 Over the past decade, the government has created 4,260 million litres per day of sewage 
treatment capacity. 

                         4,260                                                    
 It has reduced the Biochemical Oxygen Demand from 26 tonnes per day in 2017 to 10.75 

tonnes per day in 2024. 

        -                        2017    26                    2024    10.75           

            
 Today, monitoring shows that pH and dissolved oxygen levels in the Ganga meet bathing 

criteria at all monitored locations. 

                                               -                                    
                                                 

 Drinking water, sanitation, river conservation, irrigation efficiency, groundwater 
recharge, wastewater reuse and climate resilience must all be viewed as parts of a 

connected ecosystem. 

     ,       ,          ,      ई     ,             ,                                    
                                                                   

The road ahead 

आ          

 The country is home to nearly 18% of the world’s population, but has access to only about 
4% of global freshwater resources. 

                 18                               ,                               

                     4                     
 

GS Paper II: International Relations 18 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

18J6 Framework deal outlines Tehran’s pledge on nuclear weapons, $300-bn U.S. 
relief 

                                                          300                     
               

18J6 Dhaka’s new Padma barrage will reshape water power in the region 
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18J6 What does the India-Russia logistics agreement allow? 

    -                                           ? 

18J6 Oil prices tumble on likely U.S.-Iran deal 

                -ई                                  

18J6 Putin hosts ASEAN leaders as West mounts pressure on Ukraine war 

                                                आ                           
18J6 U.S. drops ‘Indo’ from name of its military’s Pacific Command 

                      ‘    -             ’           ‘    ’           
 

18J6. Framework deal outlines Tehran’s pledge 
on nuclear weapons, $300-bn U.S. relief 

                                             
             300                             
       

 The United States has agreed to facilitate the 
release of frozen Iranian assets, contingent on progress in 

negotiations towards a final agreement, and create a plan for 
Iran‟s economic development, involving 300 billion dollars, 
according to a leaked text of the 14-point framework 
agreement reached between Tehran and Washington. 

                       ई                                

                                                   300     

                                                        
       औ                      14                            

                        औ                                     
                     

 The draft, published by Saudi Arabia’s Al Arabiya 
network and the Bloomberg news agency, states that Iran 
has pledged never to produce nuclear weapons. 

                             औ                 ए           
                       ई                                   

                       
 On its part, the U.S. will lift sanctions on the sale of 

Iranian crude oil, petrochemical products, and financial 
services, including banking, during the negotiation period. 

                                      ई             ,     -
                                ,                              

  ,                           
 Iran has agreed to downblend its highly enriched uranium under the supervision of the 

International Atomic Energy Agency. 

               ए    ए                                                                             

                                   ए                                                   
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 The draft, which has not been released officially, calls for an immediate and permanent end 
to the war on all fronts, including Lebanon — a key Iranian demand. 

        ,                                          ,                                       

औ                              ,                                    
 According to Iran‟s Foreign Ministry, however, Tehran will not impose a toll but ships will have 

to pay a fee to Iran‟s newly created Persian Gulf Strait Authority for environmental upkeep 

and other services. 

                                                                     ,                        

      औ                                                                         

           
 “Iran reiterates that it will never produce nuclear weapons. Iran and the U.S. have agreed that 

the fate of enriched material and all other mutually agreed nuclear-related issues, including 
Iran‟s nuclear needs, will be adequately addressed in a final agreement,” the leaked text says. 

                               “                                                               

औ                                                                                    

     ,                                           ,                                      ” 
 Iran has hundreds of kilograms of highly enriched uranium, which the U.S. and Israel 

want to remove from the country and dilute or destroy. 

                                                 ,              औ                             
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18J6. Dhaka’s new Padma barrage will reshape water power in the region 
                                                                  

 The new barrage will lie just 180 km downstream of the Farakka barrage in Bengal — 
which Bangladesh has blamed for its periodic water scarcity; the Farakka, one of India’s 
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largest with a feeder canal, was built to divert water from the Ganga to the Bhagirathi-
Hoogly, and flush the Kolkata Port. 

                                         180                         —                     

   -                                                       ;      ,                     
                                           ,                                -                  
                            (      )                   

 Bangladesh recently signed off on the new Padma barrage to control the Padma river, 
which is the Ganga in Bangladesh, and abate the country’s seasonal water scarcity. 

                                                       ,                       (                
              )                                              -                             

 The 2.1-km-long structure will store 2,900 million cu. m of water to serve 6.5 crore people 
across southwestern and northern Bangladesh. 

   2.1                  2,900                                  ,           -       औ  
                  6.5                          

 Under the 1996 Ganges Water Treaty, Bangladesh will receive half the water from the 
Farakka barrage when the flow is under 70,000 cusecs. 

1996                       ,           70,000                     ,                       
                                        

 But during the dry season between March and May, each country has to receive at least 
35,000 cusecs of water in three alternating 10-day periods. 

               ई                             ,                          10-                 
  -  -   35,000                                 

 The agreement is set to expire in December 2026. 

                 2026                        
 But Dhaka has also said the Farakka barrage is responsible for the country‟s periodic water 

scarcity. 

                                        -                                                 

            
 To add to the anxiety, several river-sharing agreements between India and Bangladesh also 

remain unsigned, including the Teesta River Treaty. 

         औ           ,      औ                         -                                 

           ,                                   

 The Farakka barrage has altered the Ganga river’s character and ecology in Bangladesh. 

                                             औ                                      
 About a third of the country‟s population relies on the Ganga basin, mostly to irrigate crops. 

              -                                    ,                               
 But by redirecting the river and reducing flow, the barrage has diminished groundwater 

recharge, reduced the extent of waterways for navigation, increased salinity, eroded 
riverbanks, and has left less freshwater flowing to the Sundarbans. 

                           औ                                                           , 
                                         ,              ,                              
                                                     

  “In the near future, sea-level rise will lead to the disappearance of 17% of the territory of 
Bangladesh,” researchers wrote in the Journal of Marine Science and Engineering in 
2022. 
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2022                       ए                                                            
    -                                  17%                                   

 This, they added, will “create 20 million refugees, and 2,20,000 km² of land will be 
submerged following a projected sea-level rise of 1,500 mm to take place within 150 years.” 

                       2                                  150                 1,500      
    -                        2,20,000                               

 Bangladesh also drew around 520 litres of groundwater per person per day in 2008 (the 
latest year for which the UN FAO Aquastat database provides national figures for 

withdrawals by source). 

                 2008                          520                            (          

                   ए  ए ए  ए                                                  )  
 Because the Farakka barrage also reduces flow in the Padma, the Padma is less able to 

transport silt, which sinks to the riverbed and piles up. 

                                                   ,                (    )                   
                     ,                                      

 The sediments are also crucial to maintaining ecosystems and the livelihoods that depend on 

them. 

      (       )                                                                        

             
 For example, the Sundarbans region hosts the world‟s largest contiguous mangrove forest 

and depends on water from the Ganga, Brahmaputra, and Meghna rivers. 

             ,                                                            औ         ,        

                                        
 Mr. Janakarajan said less sediment and freshwater flowing from these barrages will cause 

water in the Sundarbans to become saline whereas the ecosystem requires brackish water, 

which is less salty. 

                                           औ                                        

                   ,                                    -         (Brackish Water)    
               ,                               

 These changes will also lead to fewer fish, affecting the lives and livelihoods of fisherfolk in 

the area. 

                                            ,                 आ                   औ  
                              

Fondness for concrete 

                               

 There are more than 160 hydroelectric power projects underway in the region, per a 2023 
review in Water. 

Water           2023                   ,           160                          ए  
               

 China is also building what will be the world‟s largest dam over the upper course of the 
Brahmaputra, just before the river enters India. 

                                                                           ,                
                                       

 In response, India has initiated a Rs 6.4 lakh crore hydroelectric power project, including 
building over 200 dams in its Northeast. 
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                       6.4                                              ,                  

   200                                   
 Dams — of which barrages are a type — are generally designed to operate for a century. 

    ,                          ,          ए                                            
 “Creating greater pondage here in a cement thing means water is not going into your 

groundwater. It cannot,” Mr. Ahmad said. 

              , “                                                                          
                    ” 

 “It is robbing a much larger area around that barrage of the regular flow of water that would 
seep in from a river basin.” 

“                                                                               ,    
                                    ” 

 Mr. Ahmad and Mr. Janakarajan also suggested that instead of one large barrage, 
Bangladesh should consider building a series of smaller check-dams, which don‟t 

dramatically alter a river‟s flow. 

        औ                                                                       -         

                                            ,                                            
 Dhaka has said its relationship with India depends on what they agree about sharing the 

Ganga’s waters — and New Delhi that all river-sharing issues will be handled within the 

existing bilateral framework. 

                                                                                     ,       ई 

                           -                                                               
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18J6. Rubio’s remarks and the limits of strategic empathy 

                   औ                           ए  
 India‟s predicament is particularly stark because it supplies roughly a fifth of the world’s 

maritime workforce but possesses few realistic means of ensuring the safety of its 

seafarers. 

                                                                                         

        ,                                                                                   
 They cannot protect the more than 18,000 Indian sailors in the region, many of whom serve 

aboard vessels registered under flags of convenience such as Palau, Guinea-Bissau and 
the Marshall Islands. 

                 18,000                                            ,                         
                    ,     -      औ                                            -आ          

                              
 The three deaths aboard the MT Settebello have exposed a structural vulnerability that 

New Delhi has long recognised but never adequately addressed. 

ए                       ई                                                                   
                          ,                                          

 The bilateral relationship possesses too many load-bearing elements — defence 
cooperation, critical technologies, the Indo-Pacific and the Quad — for one incident to 

trigger a rupture. 

                           ,                      ,     -                                      

                ,                                                              
 Beyond bilateral protest, New Delhi should consider taking the issue to multilateral forums, 

including the International Maritime Organization and consultations with other crewing and 

flag states. 
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                  -       औ                           -                                    
 

 
 

18J6. What does the India-Russia logistics agreement allow? 

    -                                           ? 

India-Russia Logistics Support Agreement (RELOS) 

    -                    (     ) 

 The India-Russia bilateral Logistics Support Agreement, termed the Reciprocal 
Exchange of Logistics Agreement, which had been dragging on for several years, was 

operationalised in January this year. 

    -                           ,                                            ,    

                                                        
 There was a flutter on social media recently with claims that it allows the stationing of 3,000 

Russian troops on Indian soil or vice versa, painting it as a military alliance. 

                                                                  3,000                 
                                               , औ                                           

 However, it is like any Logistics Support Agreement, the likes of which India has signed with 
other countries. 

                                          ,                                              

What are Logistics Support Agreements? 

                       ? 

 A logistics agreement is a foundational military cooperation agreement between countries for 
administrative purposes that enables the reciprocal use of each other‟s bases and ports for 
supplies, repair, and fuel. 

                                                                                        

         ,      -              औ                          ,                                

          
 The agreement also stipulates the occasions on which this can be utilised, generally for 

exercises, joint training, port calls, and humanitarian assistance and disaster relief situations. 
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                                                                               ,           

     ,             ,                                                        
 As defence cooperation and military-to-military engagement become vital in international 

relations, the agreement simplifies essential administrative procedures and reduces 
bureaucracy. 

                               औ                                                  

                                औ                                 
 For instance, the agreement with the United States, called the Logistics Exchange 

Memorandum of Agreement, signed in 2016, was the first such arrangement. 

             ,                                2016                                    
                           

 It provides a framework for reciprocal provision of logistic support, supplies and services for 
activities such as joint exercises, training, or humanitarian assistance and disaster relief.  

                     ,                                                                 

          ,        औ                                            
 “It does not provide for the establishment of any bases or basing arrangements,” Minister of 

State for Defence Subhash Bhamre said in a written reply in Parliament in February 2017. 

                                   2017                                                       
                                                                

 If the hyperbole is to be believed, India and Russia can station troops on each other‟s 
territory, then by convention, it also means that India and the United States can do the same 
under the logistics exchange agreement. 

                                 ,         औ       -                                      , 
औ                                                        

 But that is grossly incorrect, as clarified by the Minister, and is so for any logistics support 
agreement. 

                                                          औ                          

                        

What are the existing agreements? 

                 -         ? 

 India has signed a series of logistics support agreements since the logistics exchange 
agreement in 2016. 

            2016                                                   
 Currently, India has similar agreements with the United States, the United Kingdom, 

France, Vietnam, Japan, Australia, Singapore, and Russia. 

                                     ,                ,     ,        ,      ,         , 
                                      

 These agreements provide logistics support and technical assistance. 

                                                    
 There is also one with Oman covered under the overarching defence cooperation agreement. 

                                                                     

What is the agreement with Russia? 

                       ? 

 Like other agreements, the Reciprocal Exchange of Logistics Agreement defines 
procedures for supporting military formations, port calls of warships, and the use of airspace 
and airfield facilities by military aircraft of both countries. 
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                                                                  ,             
                                                          औ                                 
                          

 It also covers logistics and technical support for warships, military aircraft, and other defence 
equipment. 

           ,                                                                          
         

 The agreement was signed in Moscow on February 18, 2025, and President Vladimir Putin 
signed the federal law ratifying it on December 15, 2025. 

             18       2025                              औ                            15 

       2025                                                   
 According to the Kremlin, the purpose of the agreement is to define procedures for the 

deployment of military formations, port calls by warships, and the use of airspace and airfield 
infrastructure by military aircraft of the two countries. 

                                                           ,                                
                                       औ                                                     

         
 Broadly, the agreement covers joint military exercises, training, humanitarian assistance 

and disaster relief missions, port and repair services, medical support, food supplies, 
technical resources, and reciprocal access to military facilities. 

                                       ,      ,               ए   आ               , 

        ए             ए ,                ,      आ     ,                                 
                                      

 The agreement stipulates a maximum of 3,000 troops, representing a broad upper limit that 

takes into account the size of contingents and the number of ships or aircraft that may visit 
during mutually agreed engagements. 

          3,000                                  ,                                औ  
                                                ,       औ                                 
        

 It is valid for a period of five years, allowing for revisions later to reflect changing 

circumstances and requirements. 

                                 औ                                                      
            

 Also, the agreement does not confer any provision for permanent basing of assets. 

                                                                       
 The agreement shall be exercised during joint exercises, port calls, or visits mutually agreed 

upon by both nations. 

                                  ,                                                        
                  

 Officials clarified that no permanent or long-term stationing has been agreed upon as 
part of the agreement. 

                                                                                           

             
 One important aspect is that the agreement gives access to Russian military facilities in 

the Arctic as both countries expand cooperation there, especially as new navigation routes 
open due to global warming. 

                                    आ                                                    , 
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18J6. U.S. drops ‘Indo’ from name of its 

military’s Paci•c Command 

                      ‘    -             ’           
‘    ’           

 The Pentagon is restoring the name of the U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command to the U.S. Pacific Command, it 
said on Tuesday, reversing a 2018 decision. 

                                  .ए .     -                 
                   .ए .                        ,       2018 

                          
 The renaming will not change the command‟s area 

of responsibility, which stretches from the western part of 
India to America’s Pacific coastline, the Department of 
War said in a statement. 

                                                         
                                             ,            
                                                       

 Its “fundamental mission and its unwavering commitment to maintaining a free and open 
theatre alongside regional allies and partners” also remain unchanged, it added. 

                         “         औ                                             औ       
                              ”                     

 The U.S. Pacific Command was established after the Second World War. 

   .ए .                                                           
 It was renamed as the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command in 2018, in a nod to the growing 

importance of the Indian Ocean in U.S. strategic thinking. 

     2018      .ए .     -                             ,                                
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18J6. The RBI and its growing fiscal role 

आ   आई औ                            

 RBI’s record ₹2.87 lakh crore surplus transfer to the Centre shows its growing fiscal 
significance, as earnings from reserve management and foreign assets support govt. 
finances; the trend raises questions about central bank independence, fiscal 
centralisation, and exclusion of such transfers from fiscal devolution to States 

        आ   आई         ए  ए        ₹2.87                                          
                          ,       आ                                                   आ  

                                  ;                              ,                      
                                                                                      

 Central banks manage inflation, preserve confidence in the currency, and safeguard 
financial stability. 

                                    ,                                                       
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A structural shift 

ए                    

 Surplus transfers have been around the ₹30,000 crore to ₹65,000 crore level for the past 

few years. 

                                                  30,000              65,000              
            

 The tipping point was reached in 2019 after the implementation of the revised Economic 
Capital Framework. 

        आ                                     2019                        
 The transfer is now at a record high of ₹2.87 lakh crore for FY26. 

          2026                                   2.87                                
 The latest transfer alone is bigger than the annual budgets of several Indian States. 

                                                                      
 This is not a bad practice to make such transfers. 

                                                  
 However, it does pose an interesting question. 

                                             
 When does a stabilising institution start to act as a fiscal instrument? 

                                                                          ? 

 The evolution of the RBI‟s reserve management is a good example. 

                                                                 
 The RBI may have sold almost 12 billion      worth of gold and bought foreign-currency 

assets by about 7.5 billion      in the face of rupee pressures, according to recent reports. 

                                                                          12               

                      7.5                                                  
 These are standard reserve-management decisions when looked at superficially. 

                                                            
 Central banks are constantly adjusting their portfolios based on market conditions. 

                                                                                           
 Gold is a strategic reserve asset. 

                                   
 Foreign-currency assets are the source of liquidity for intervening in exchange-rate markets. 

                                                                                    
 However, the management of reserves has become a fiscal issue. 

                                                    
 The recent surplus transfer included a significant portion of gains from foreign assets, 

foreign exchange transactions, and interest earned on securities holdings. 

                                           ,                -   ,                             

                                        
 The activities are mainly being carried out to ensure monetary and financial stability, but are 

also producing increasingly significant fiscal revenues for the sovereign. 

                                     औ                                          ,        
                                                                               

 This is where the discussion transcends accounting. 

                                                         
 The RBI‟s balance sheet is now at ₹92 lakh crore. 

                               92                                 
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 The composition of reserves, intervention in the exchange rate, and asset allocation decisions 
now impact not just monetary stability, but also the economy‟s overall health. 

               ,                                                                       

              ,                                                   
 They are becoming more and more important for fiscal outcomes as well. 

                                                                         
 The experience of India is different from that of the advanced economies, where central 

banks became entangled with fiscal policy by engaging in quantitative easing and buying a 

large number of bonds. 

                                           ,                                      

                                                                        
 In this case, the link has come about because of the increasing significance of the fiscal value 

of central-bank earnings. 

                                       आ                                                    

The federal blind spot 

                              

 The least talked about part of this debate is fiscal federalism. 

                                               
 The total amount of ₹2.87 lakh crore transfer is non-tax revenue and hence it is a Union 

government gain. 

2.87                                             औ                                   

         
 It is not part of the divisible pool of income tax collections or goods and services tax 

revenues which are subject to Finance Commission formulas. 

   आ                   ए                                  

                ,                                             
         

 There is no automatic share to the States. 

                                                      
 States still have significant spending obligations. 

                                              
 Concurrently, they have restrictions on borrowing 

under Article 293 and have much less fiscal flexibility than 

the Union government. 

      ,               293                                       
                                                    

            
 Dividend transfers, cesses, surcharges and 

borrowing restrictions are all considered to be individual 
policy instruments when viewed individually. 

               ,     ,                                    
   -                                             
 

18J6. RBI allows banks to offer higher interest 
to NRIs/PIOs 

 RBI            NRI/PIO                        
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided to temporarily withdraw the interest rate 
ceiling on fresh Foreign Currency Non-Resident-Bank [FCNR(B)] deposits of 3-5 year 
tenors and the restriction on interest rates on Non-Resident External (NRE) deposits of 
three-year and above tenors, including deposits that are renewed upon maturity. 

                  (RBI)    3-5                   ए                         [FCNR(B)]        
                                 औ                      
             (NRE)                                           

                         ,                                       
          

 The move, a review of its 2025 direction, is to boost 
forex reserves and will be in e•ect till September 30, 2026. 

        2025                                      ,       
                         (Forex Reserves)            , औ     30 

       2026                 
 And interest rates on NRE/NRO deposits will not be 

higher than those offered by the bank on comparable domestic 
rupee term deposits. 

 औ  NRE/NRO                                                    

                                                  

18J6. India, U.K. announce July 15 as trade deal 

implementation date 

      औ           15     ई                     
                            

 The Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement 
(CETA) was signed by the two countries in July 2025 and was all 

set to be implemented by April or early May 2026. 

       आ     ए                 (CETA)                     ई 2025 

                 औ                 2026                       
         

 However, a fresh regulation by the U.K. announced in 
May and applicable to all countries cut the quota for duty-free 
steel imports by 60% and doubled the tariff on above-quota 
imports to 50%. 

        ,                                   ,                     
  ,        -           आ               60%                औ       
                              50%          

 These tariffs and quotas were not part of the trade deal 
negotiations and suddenly halted the implementation process. 

         औ                                                 औ  
                                         

  “Delighted to note that the India-UK Comprehensive 
Economic and Trade Agreement will enter into force on 15th 
July 2026,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi posted on X 
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following the announcement. 

 “                           -           आ     ए                 15     ई 2026          
    ,”                                    X               

 The implementation of the trade deal, under which the U.K. will remove tariffs on 99% of its 
product lines, will be accompanied by the implementation of the Agreement on Social 
Security, also referred to as the Double Contribution Convention (DCC), on July 15. 

                                    ,                      99%                      

           ,                     ,                           (DCC)               ,    15 

    ई               
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18J6. The universe’s expansion 
still accelerating: researchers 

                              
                                   

Universe still expanding at an 
accelerated rate 

                                           

 Taking a fresh look at data 
involving a type of exploding stars, a 

team of researchers says it has confirmed 
the notion that the universe is expanding 
at an accelerated rate — the very 

observation that led to the identification in 
the 1990s of an enigmatic cosmic force 
called dark energy. 

                                      
                                       

                                             

                              —        

                        1990        

        ए    (         )              
                               

 The study‟s findings, by a team 
that included two Nobel Prize recipients, 

were guided by observations in two 
different datasets of a type of stellar 
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explosion called a Type Ia supernova in order to calculate vast cosmic distances. 

                  ,                                          ,      Ia                      

                -         -                             ,                            

                                
 These supernovae cause the destruction of an object called a white dwarf, the dense 

remnant of a low- to intermediate-mass star at the end of its lifecycle. 

                      (White Dwarf)                            ,                               

                                               
 This type of supernova has proven valuable in investigating the universe‟s structure based on 

evidence that all of these explosions have roughly the same luminosity. 

                                                                         ,                  
                                   (Luminosity)                    

 By measuring the brightness of these supernovae as seen from earth, scientists can gauge 
the universe‟s expansion rate and its change over time. 

                                                                                 औ         
                                                

 The Big Bang event roughly 13.8 billion years ago initiated the universe, and it has been 

expanding ever since. 

     13.8                ए                                  औ                                
    

 Scientists in 1998 disclosed that this expansion is accelerating, with an invisible force called 
dark energy as the hypothesised reason. 

    1998                                                ,                         ए         

                  
 The universe‟s contents include ordinary matter — stars, planets, gas, dust and all the 

familiar stuff on earth — and dark matter and dark energy. 

                      ,          ,   ,    ,     औ                                         -

              औ       ए                 
 Ordinary matter represents an estimated 5% of the contents. 

                                         5%         
 Dark matter, which is known from its gravitational influences on galaxies and stars, makes 

up an estimated 27%. 

         ,                        औ                                       ,      27%     

                   
 Dark energy makes up an estimated 68%. 

     ए                                68%               
 The authors of the 2025 study, which was published in the same journal as the new study, 

concluded that dark energy is weakening and has stopped 
accelerating the universe‟s expansion. 

                    2025                             
                  ए                    औ                 
                                   

 

18J6. QUIZ 

1. Eigengrau: Light you still see in a perfectly dark 

room 
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 Eigengrau, a German term meaning “intrinsic gray” or “own gray,” refers to the dark gray 
colour perceived by the human eye in conditions of complete darkness. 

  Even when no external light enters the eye, people do not usually see absolute black. 

  This phenomenon occurs because retinal cells and neurons in the visual system continue to 
generate spontaneous electrical activity.  

 As a result, the brain interprets these signals as a faint gray shade.  

 Eigengrau demonstrates that human vision depends not only on external light but also on 

internal neural processes within the visual system. 

2. Melanosomes: Organelles that synthesise melanin 

 Melanosomes are specialized organelles found within melanocytes, the cells responsible for 
producing melanin in the skin, hair, and eyes.  

 These membrane-bound structures serve as sites where the pigment melanin is synthesized, 
stored, and transported.  

 Melanin plays a crucial role in determining skin and hair colour and helps protect tissues 
from harmful ultraviolet (UV) radiation by absorbing and dispersing solar energy. 

 Variations in the size, number, and distribution of melanosomes contribute to differences in 
pigmentation among individuals. Defects in melanosome formation can lead to pigmentation 
disorders such as albinism. 
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3. Carbon Nanotubes: Structural components of Vantablack 

 

 Vantablack is one of the darkest artificial materials ever created and is composed 
primarily of vertically aligned carbon nanotubes.  

 These nanotubes are extremely thin, measuring only a few nanometres in diameter, and are 
arranged densely on a surface. When light enters the nanotube structure, it becomes trapped 
through repeated reflections and is almost entirely absorbed rather than reflected back.  
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 As a result, Vantablack absorbs more than 99.9% of visible light, making objects coated with 
it appear almost two-dimensional.  

 It has applications in astronomy, optical instruments, and 

advanced scientific research. 

4. Hawking Radiation: Radiation thought to be 

emitted by black holes 

 Hawking radiation is a theoretical form of radiation 
proposed in 1974 by the physicist Stephen Hawking. According 
to quantum mechanics, particle-antiparticle pairs constantly form 
near the event horizon of a black hole. 

 If one particle falls into the black hole while the other 
escapes, the escaping particle appears as radiation emitted by 
the black hole.  

 This process gradually causes the black hole to lose 
mass and energy over extremely long periods. 

 Hawking radiation was a groundbreaking concept 
because it combined principles of quantum physics, 
thermodynamics, and Einstein‟s theory of gravity, transforming 

scientific understanding of black holes. 

18J6. Innovate or be eaten 

                         ए  
  ‘Bharat Innovates 2026’, the event in Nice, France, 

supported by the Ministry of Education, has shown that many 

of these innovations are possible in India, and that patient 
incubation of startups in key strategic areas can lead to 
exceptional results that are competitive with the best-in-class 
globally. 

                                                   ‘     

        2026’                                                
                                                                   
                                                                  
         

 India‟s potential to be a global home for innovation is 
real, especially with the kind of middle power collaboration that 
French President Emmanuel Macron advocated for at the 
event. 

                                                 ,            

                        (Middle Power Collaboration)    
                                     ए                       
      

 The innovation question is key to processing the 
aftermath of Anthropic’s most powerful AI models, Claude 
Mythos and Fable, being banned for non-Americans, a move 

that has already affected some Indian entities and users. 

Anthropic                           Claude Mythos औ  
Fable       -                                                

                                                      ,       

                                    औ                            
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 But the field of opportunities remains nonetheless vast: deep tech in areas such as space 
exploration, defence, and material sciences remain an open contest. 

                                          ;              ,                                  
                                        

 For India to pursue innovation, two ingredients are important: India must be a stable and 
attractive home for capital and talent. 

                                                                   :               औ        
                                             

 Venture capital must be in a position to assess exploratory and cutting-edge pitches on the 

same footing as they do in other countries. 
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18J6.  Scheme for crocodile sanctuaries 

                      ए       

 Dr. H.R. Bustard, an expert on crocodiles and an o•cer 
of the FAO (UNDP), was deputed by the Government of India 
to advise the Andhra Pradesh Government on the 

conservation and farming of crocodiles in various parts of the 
State. 

   . ए .आ .      ,                          FAO (UNDP)    
             ,                       आ                         
                                औ                             
                           

 It is stated that three species of crocodiles namely 
gharial (found in the Ganga, Brahmaputra and Mahanadi), the 
maggar or freshwater crocodile (found generally in rivers and 
reservoirs) and the estuarian or salt-water crocodiles (found 

in the estuaries of major rivers) were facing extinction owing to 
large-scale and indiscriminate killing for meat. 

                                        ,               (   
    ,        औ                        ),                     
       (                  औ                        )     
                              (                                
       ),                           औ                         
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 The eggs are also eaten and so the species face the problem of survival. 

                          औ                                                      
 They inspected the Godavari river area from Devipatnam to Peramtapalli. 

                                                                    

18J6.  Oil pollution 

           

 Washington, June 17: The International 
Oil Pollution Conferences has passed a resolution 

which recommends the establishment of a limit of 
•fty to one hundred and fifty miles from the 

coasts of maritime nations, within which the 
discharge of oils or mixtures constituting nuisance, 
should be prohibited. 

         , 17    :                                
                                                  
        ए                                       

                ,                                                                    
       
 

 

18J6. ‘India to meet 3% 

compressed biogas blending 
goal for FY27’ 

 ‘     FY27    3%         

                            ’ 

 The Centre is on track to meet 
the goal of blending 3% compressed 
biogas (CBG) with CNG and domestic 
piped natural gas (PNG) for FY27 with 

the blending percentage having already 
nearly doubled to about 2% at present, 
officials told The Hindu. 

                                      

      FY27    CNG औ              

           (PNG)    3%                 

(CBG)                              
                     ,                 
                               2% 

                  
 


